planations. We had both fasted since the middle of the day, and
were hungry enough, perhaps, to have illusions and infect one
another with them. Or someone might have played a trick on us.
I determined to satisfy myself on that point by returning next
day and examining the place closely. In the meantime, however,
we hurried home and fell to supper with a will. Presently, to my
utter dismay, my wife rushed in, and, instead of the usual re-
proaches, made a rambling appeal to me to change my. way of life.
I first spoke kindly to her, and then tried to laugh her out of her
hysterical anxiety. This only made her indignant; and in the end
she ran out, but presently came back screaming and fled in the
direction of the kitchen. Leporello, who had gone to see whether
anything outside'had alarmed her, returned panic stricken. He
gasped out something about the statue, as I understood him; and
tried to lock the door. Then came a loud stolid knocking. It oc-
curred to me that the house was on fire, and the watchman come
to give the alarm; for indeed no one on earth but a watchman
could have given such a knock. I opened the door, and found the
statue standing on the mat. At this my nerves gave way: I re-
coiled speechless. It followed me a pace or two into the room. Its
walk was a little bandy, from the length of time it had been seated
on horseback; and its tread shook the house so that at every step
I expected the floor to give way and land it in .the basement—and
indeed I should not have been sorry to get it out of my sight even
at the cost of a heavy bill for repairs. There was no use in asking
it to sit down: not a chair in the place could have borne its weight.
Without any loss of time, it began talking in a voice that vi-
brated through and through me. I had invited it to supper, it said;
and there it was. I could say no less than that I was delighted; and
so, with an apology for having sat down without waiting, I told
Leporello to lay the table afresh, rather wondering at the same
time what a solid stone thing could eat. It then said it would not
trouble us, but would entertain me at supper if I had the courage
to come with it. Had I not been frightened, I should have politely
declined. As it was, I defiantly declared that I was ready to do any-
thing and go anywhere. Leporello had disappeared; but I could
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